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EDUCATION Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA                                                                              2015 
Ph.D., Dual-degree program in Sociology and Demography 
Dissertation committee: Michelle Frisco (chair), Katerina Bodovski, Emily Greenman, Valarie King 
Dissertation title: “Does Early Childhood Education Climate Matter? The Relationship between 
State Policy, School Readiness, and Enrollment in Organized Care” 
 

University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL                                                                                           2010 
M.Ed., Measurement, Evaluation, Statistics, and Assessment 
 

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL                                                                                                           2008 
M.A. Program in the Social Sciences, Sociology 
Faculty advisor: Dr. Stephen Raudenbush 
 

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN                                                                                            2004 
B.B.A., Marketing, second major in Sociology, cum laude 
 
 

 

RESEARCH & 
TEACHING 
INTERESTS 

Sociology of Education, Sociology of the Family, Social Stratification, Research Methods,  
Social Demography, Educational Role of the Family, Quantitative Methods 
 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL 
POSITIONS 
 

Director                                                                                                                              July 2022 – present 
Houston Education Research Consortium, Rice University 
 

Associate Director of HISD Research and Relations                                                March 2019 – June 2022 
Houston Education Research Consortium, Rice University 
 

Research Scientist                                                                                               April 2018 – February 2019 
Houston Education Research Consortium, Rice University 
                     

Postdoctoral Fellow                                                                                                August 2015 – April 2018 
Houston Education Research Consortium,  Rice University 
 
 

 

SELECT 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

Potter, Daniel, Erin Baumgartner, and Ruth N. López Turley. (2021) "Reducing educational 
inequality through research-practice partnerships." Phi Delta Kappan 102, no. 7: 26-29. 
 

Frisco, Michelle, Erin Baumgartner, and Jennifer Van Hook. (2019) "The Weight of School Entry: 
Weight Gain Among Hispanic Children of Immigrants During the Elementary School Years." 
Demographic Research 40: 95-120. 
 

Alwin, Duane, Erin Baumgartner, & Brett Beattie.  (2018). “Number of Response Categories and 
Reliability in Attitude Measurement.” Journal of Survey Statistics and Methodology 6(2), 212-239. 
 

Baumgartner, Erin. (2016). “Making Gains or Falling Behind? Changes and Stability in School 
Readiness”. Social Science Research 64: 277-298. 
 

SELECT RECENT 
RESEARCH 
BRIEFS 

Shimano, Melanie, Jasmin Lee, Erin Baumgartner, & Ruth N. López Turley (2023). “Steps for 
Maximizing Research Use”. Stanford Public Scholarship Collaborative. 
 
Molina, Mauricio, Erin Baumgartner, & Katharine Bao (2023). “Staying in the Neighborhood 
Examining Distance to Zoned Schools and Access to Transportation”.  Houston, TX: Houston 
Education Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University. Available 
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at:  https://kinder.rice.edu/research/staying-neighborhood-examining-distance-zoned-schools-
and-access-transportation. 
 
Yin, M., Julia Szabo, & Erin Baumgartner (2023). “Social and Emotional Skills and Academic 
Outcomes”. Houston, TX: Houston Education Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for Urban 
Research, Rice University. Available at:  https://kinder.rice.edu/research/social-and-emotional-
skills-students-houston-independent-school-district-briefs-2-5.  
 
Gill, Patrick & Erin Baumgartner (2022). “Equity in CTE Program Availability and Access”.  
Houston, TX: Houston Education Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice 
University. Available at:  https://kinder.rice.edu/research/equity-cte-program-availability-and-
access. 
 

Baumgartner, Erin & Courtney Thrash. (2022). “Pre-K Choice and School Readiness in HISD”.  
Houston, TX: Houston Education Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice 
University. Available at:  https://kinder.rice.edu/research/pre-k-choice-and-school-
readiness-hisd.  
 

Baumgartner, Erin, Brian Holzman, & Luis Sanchez. (2021). “Methodological Brief: An Alternative 
Approach to Measuring Student Immigrant Generation”.  Houston, TX: Houston Education 
Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University. Available at:  
https://herc.rice.edu/research/alternative-approach-measuring-student-immigrant-generation. 
 

Baumgartner, Erin & Courtney Thrash. (2021). “Teacher-Reported Literacy by 3 
Classroom Practices”.  Houston, TX: Houston Education Research Consortium, Kinder Institute for 
Urban Research, Rice University. Available at: https://herc.rice.edu/research/literacy-3.   
 

 

SELECT 
PRESENTATIONS 
AND POSTERS 

Baumgartner, Erin, Dana Conlin, Autumn Horne, & Miranda Wilson (2025). “How School District 
Brokers Can Play a Role in identifying and supporting URE”. Paper presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness. Chicago, IL. 
 

Baumgartner, Erin, Dana Conlin, Autumn Horne, Miranda Wilson, Richard Welsh, & Tia Williams  
(2025). “How School District Brokers Can Play a Role in identifying and supporting URE”. 
Workshop presented at the Annual Meeting of the National Network of Education Research 
Practice Partnerships. St. Louis, MO. 
 

Sanchez-Soto, Gabriela, Tori Thomas, & Erin Baumgartner. (2022). “Demographic Composition of 
Teachers and the Academic and Behavioral Outcomes of Students in Houston, TX”. Paper 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America. Atlanta, GA. 
 
 

INVITED TALKS 
IN PAST YEAR 

Early Childhood Ecosystem Convening, Harris County Department of                                Oct 2025  
Economic Equity and Opportunity;   
Title: Using research to make change in early childhood 
 

Early Childhood Leadership Summit; Glasscock School for Continuing                               Oct 2025 
Education, Rice University                                                    
Title: Leading change in early childhood education through research (Keynote) 
 

Scientia/DeLange Institute Lecture Series; Rice University                                                    Sept 2025 
Title: The fight for public knowledge in education 
 

Annual Staff Professional Development; Communities in Schools of Houston                   July 2025 
Title: Supporting students and families in 2025 and beyond (Keynote) 
 

Early Childhood Summer Institute -Texas School Ready, Children’s Learning                  June 2025 
Institute at UT Health Houston; Title: From Evidence to Action: Making Decisions  

https://kinder.rice.edu/research/staying-neighborhood-examining-distance-zoned-schools-and-access-transportation
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/staying-neighborhood-examining-distance-zoned-schools-and-access-transportation
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/social-and-emotional-skills-students-houston-independent-school-district-briefs-2-5
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/social-and-emotional-skills-students-houston-independent-school-district-briefs-2-5
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/equity-cte-program-availability-and-access
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/equity-cte-program-availability-and-access
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/pre-k-choice-and-school-readiness-hisd
https://kinder.rice.edu/research/pre-k-choice-and-school-readiness-hisd
https://herc.rice.edu/research/alternative-approach-measuring-student-immigrant-generation
https://herc.rice.edu/research/literacy-3
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in Classrooms, Centers, and Districts 
 

2025 Early Childhood Education Summit; Children at Risk                                                   June 2025 
Title: The Educational Game Board: Mapping Texas's Learning Landscape 

 

RESEARCH 
EXPERIENCE 

 

Research Assistant, Pennsylvania State University 
Michelle Frisco                                                                                                                                 2012-2015 
Michelle Frisco and Emily Greenman                                                                                          2011-2012 
Duane Alwin and Emily Greenman                                                                                              2010-2011 
 

Research Assistant, Consortium on Chicago School Research, Univ. of Chicago           07/2009 – 08/2010 
Worked with the Data Practice Collaborative to support the Urban School Improvement  
Network’s archival, management, analysis, and collection of school data 

 

TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE 

Lecturer, Program: Master of Social Policy Evaluation, Rice University                    Spring 2022-2026 
     Applications of Program Eval: Early Childhood and Youth Development (graduate level)                                             
 

Teaching Assistant, Pennsylvania State University 
     Advanced SEM Methods (graduate level)                                                                               Fall 2013 
     Introduction to Social Measurement (graduate level)                                                       Spring 2012 
 

Instructor, Pennsylvania State University 
     Sociology of Family                                                                                Summer 2012 & Summer 2013 
     Introduction to Sociology (online course)                                                                        Summer 2011 

SELECT GRANTS 
AND AWARDS 

Program funds, $600,000, Houston Endowment                                                                           2026-2028 
    Project: HERC Programmatic support  
Research grant, $200,000, Powell Foundation                                                                                2026-2028 

Project: A regional study of the teacher workforce in Houston 
Creative Ventures Fund: Conference and Workshop Development, $5,000, Rice University                  2026 
    Project: Workshop on using and understanding research and data for school districts 
Research grant, $250,000 Exxon Mobil Foundation                                                                      2025-2026 
    Project: Postsecondary Pathways & Workforce Alignment Dashboard (Houston Region)  
Research grant, $147,580, LonestaRP3 – UT Austin                                                                     2025-2026 
    Project: Rethinking Readiness: Identifying Effective Indicators of Postsecondary Success in Texas 
Research grant, $641,497, William T. Grant Foundation                                                              2024-2027 

Project: Brokering Activities and Outcomes Among Embedded  
     Versus Informal Liaisons in Education RPPs 

Research grant, $200,000, Powell Foundation                                                                                2023-2025 
Project: A Study of the Houston Area Pre-K Landscape Following   

     House Bill 3 and the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Program funds, $500,000, Houston Endowment                                                                                    2025 

Project: Program Support for Houston Education Research Consortium 
Research Grant, $160,000, EduDream                                                                                             2024-2025 

Project: Who Remains College Career and Military Ready  
Program funds, $1,000,000, Houston Endowment                                                                        2023-2024 

Project: Program Support for Houston Education Research Consortium 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

Editorial Board, Early Childhood Research Quarterly                                                              2018-present 
Reviewer: Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Social Science Research, Educational Researcher, 
Peabody Journal of Education, AERA Open, Health and Place, American Educational Research 
Journal 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 

American Educational Research Association,  American Sociological Association, Population 
Association of America,  Sociology of Education Association, Society for Research on Educational 
Effectiveness 


