Chang Xu | %08
Curriculum Vitae
6100 Main St.
Houston, TX 77005

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT

2024— Assistant Professor, Department of Transnational Asian Studies, Rice University
EDUCATION

Ph.D. History, Washington University in St. Louis, 2024

M.A. History, Washington University in St. Louis, 2021

M.A. Asian Studies, University of California Santa Barbara, 2018

B.S. & B.A.  Physics & Chinese Studies, University of California Santa Barbara, 2015

PUBLICATIONS

Book
Medicine on the March: Healing, Caring, and Bodily Governance in Qing China (manuscript in progress)

Journal Article
“Ingot Medicines, Duanwu Rituals, and Bodily Care in the Eighteenth-century Qing Imperium,”
Late Imperial China 46, no. 2 (2025): 1-37.

Public History
“Mapping Harmonies on the Hand” and “Having the Five Phases at One’s Fingertips,” Knowing
Hands: Chinese Hand-memory Techniques & Handy Knowledge in Situ, Comparison, and

Contact (Forthcoming), https://knowinghandsproject.cars.fr/chang-xu-2/

“Preparedness for the Unexpected: Expedient Recipes for Survival in Wartime China,” The Recipes
Project Spring 2025: Food and War Series, May 15, 2025,
https://recipes.hypotheses.org/25608

“Review of Healing with Poisons: Potent Medicines in Medieval China,” World History Encyclopedia, Jun
20, 2023, https:/ /www.wortldhistory.org/review /368 /healing-with-poisons-potent-
medicines-in-medieval

SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS

2025 Summer Residency Fellowship, National Humanities Center
2022 International Dissertation Research Fellowship, Social Science Research Council
2022 Esherick-Ye Family Foundation Fellowship for Research in China

2022 Research Fellow, Consortium for History of Science, Technology and Medicine


https://knowinghandsproject.cnrs.fr/chang-xu-2/
https://recipes.hypotheses.org/25608
https://www.worldhistory.org/review/368/healing-with-poisons-potent-medicines-in-medieval/
https://www.worldhistory.org/review/368/healing-with-poisons-potent-medicines-in-medieval/
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2022 Visiting Scholar, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica (postponed)

2022 Travel/Research Grant, D. Kim Foundation for the History of Science and
Technology in East Asia

2022 Global Qing and Its Legacies Collaborative Research Grant, Leung Tung Peter &
Lin Young Research Fund, Washington University, St. Louis

2022 China and Inner Asia Council Small Grants, Association for Asian Studies

2022 Goldschmidt Graduate Research Grants, Washington University, St. Louis

2021 History of Medicine Project Grants, Center for the History of Medicine at Bernard
Becker Medical Library, Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis

2021 Asia Library Travel Grant, Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese Studies, U Michigan

2021 Soviak Award in History, Washington University, St. Louis

2019 Digital Humanities Summer Fellowship, Washington University, St. Louis

“Xie Lansheng (1760-1831) Social Network and Geographical Movement
Visualization Project,” PI: Steven B. Miles

2016 Outstanding Achievement in Chinese Studies, Confucius Institute Prize, UCSB

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS OF RESEARCH

Invited Talks

2025 “Rhubarb under Embargo: Medicine and Diplomacy in the Qing,” Cornell Classical
Chinese Colloquium (CCCC), Cornell University, NY, Sep 19.

2025 “Reading Between Lines: What is Military Medicine in Early Modern China?”
Medical Humanities Club Annual Symposium, Rice University, TX, March 7.

2025 “Arrow Poison and Military Medicine in the Eighteenth-Century Qing,” Noon
Lecture Series, Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan,
MI, Feb 11.

2025 “To Cure or To Kill? Drug Formulas, Military Medicine, and the Body in Early

Modern China,” History of Science, Technology, and Medicine Colloquium Series,
The University of Oklahoma, OK, Jan 31.

2024 “Yao, Military Medicine, and the Formulaic Body,” China Scholars Series, University
of Massachusetts Amherst, MA, Oct 28.

2023 “Shikong de sa: Yongzheng shiqi zhongmiao nuyao de diaocha he zhuanyong” SeIz
R 7 IR 245 A A% ] (Uncontrolled Sa: investigation and
application of Zhongjia Miao arrow poison during the Yongzheng reign), Nankai
University, China, June 23.

Papers

2025 “Attack with Fire: ‘Gunpowder’ in Early Modern China,” The History of Science
Society (HSS) Annual Conference. New Orleans, LA, Nov 13-16.

2025 “Mapping Harmonies on the Hand” and “Having the Five Phases at One’s

Fingertips,” Knowing Hands Workshop: Chinese Hand-memory Techniques &
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2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2023

2023

2022

2022

Handy Knowledge in Situ, Comparison, and Contact, Erlangen, Germany, Sep 12-
14.

“Who’s the doctor? The Physician-Emperor-Patient Triad in Late Imperial China,”
American Association for History of Medicine (AAHM) Annual Conference,
Boston, MA, May 1-4.

“The Transformable Military Body in Early Modern China,” Medicine, the Body, and
the Senses: Asian Perspectives Conference, SUNY University of Buffalo, NY, April
11-12.

“How’s Hesthen, Still Alive?” A Case Study of the Qing Patient-Emperor-Physician
Relationship in 1707,” Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference,
Columbus, OH, March 13-16.

“Yao, huo, dw: Zhongguo Mingqing bingshu zhong de yao yu shenti” Zj K &: H
BIE e B 25 5 & (Drug, Fire, and Poison: Potent and Body in Ming-Qing
Chinese Military Encyclopedias), Zheng ge qin jia: Ming-Qing junshi yu shehui
gongzuofang (Sleeping on Spears and Wearing Armor: Workshop of Military and
Society in Ming and Qing China), Nankai University, China, Oct 28.

“The Paradoxical Military Body in Early Modern China,” AAS-in-Asia Annual
Conference, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, July 9-11.

“No Rhubarb to Oros: The Qing Empire’s Foreign Policy toward Russia in 1789,”
Eurasian Zones of Contact: The Russian and Qing Empires Workshop, University
College Dublin, Ireland, May 17.

“Yao in Context: Medicine, Poison, and Gunpowder in Qing Military Operations,”
Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Conference, Seattle, WA, March 14-17.

“Therapeutic, Toxic, and Incendiary Drug Formulas for the Qing Military,” The
Cultural Lives of Science and Technology in the Sinosphere Conference. Washington
University in St. Louis, Feb 24.

“Healing for All: Governing the Collective in Eighteenth-century Qing Military
Institutions,” Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs (MCAA). University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, Sept 29-Oct 1.

“Resisted Motion: (Im)mobility of Miao Arrow Poison in Eighteenth-century
China,” LSE Chinese Economic and Social History Workshop. London School of
Economics and Political Science, Virtual Conference, March 12-13.

“Wanyao guiyi: shengqing shiqi de yiyao wangluo yu diguo zhili” J7Zj)H—: Bi&
BF AP 25 245 ) 24 55 77 G BE (AL in one: medical network and imperial governance
in the High Qing), Quangqiushi shiye xia de yaowu zhishi yu shichang liutong: ji di 14
jie Zhongyiyao wenhua gongzuofang (Pharmaceutical Knowledge and Market
Circulation under a Global Perspective: 14th Academic Workshop of Chinese Medzcine
and Culture), Central China Normal University, China, Nov 19-20.

“Cure to Quell: Medicine, Body, and Military Technology in Early Modern China,”
The History of Science Society (HSS) Annual Conference. Chicago, 1L, Nov 18-20.
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2022

2022

2021

2021

2020

2019

“Manufacturing Remedy for Ten Thousand Diseases: Ingot Medicines and the
Making of the Early Qing Empire (1644-1800),” Society for the History of
Technology (SHOT) Annual Conference. New Otleans, LA, Nov 10-13.

“Military Technology and the Idea of the Body in Early Modern China,” Beyond
Militarism Conference. Cambridge University, Sep 1.

“Collaborations of Subject Librarians in Digital Humanities Initiatives on Campus: A
Case of Visualization of Social Connections and Geographic Movement of Xie
Lansheng (with Joan Wang),” Council on East Asian Libraries (CEAL) Annual
Conference, Virtual Conference, March 19.

“Embracing ‘Madness’ Kuangren in Nineteenth-century Shanghai,” Association for
Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference, Virtual Conference, March 21-26.

“City and its Madmen: Living through Nineteenth-century Shanghai,” Southwest
Conference on Asian Studies (SWCAS), Virtual Conference, Oct 23-24.

“The Comet with No Significance: Political Conflicts, Ideological Debates, and

Omen Interpretations in the Ming Court,” Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs
(MCAA). Michigan State University, Oct 4-06.

PROFESSIONAL & INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE

2025-2026

2024-2025

2023-2024

Committee member, Medical Humanities Program Steering Committee, Rice U

Committee member, Program of Science and Technology Studies Steering
Committee, Rice University

Roundtable, “Teaching Asian History in A New Global Era,” American Historical
Association (AHA), Chicago, IL, Jan 8-11, 2026.

Campus talk, “Building an Academic Career in Asian Studies,” University of North
Carolina, NC, Nov 17, 2025.

Discussant, “Mapping Historical Chinatown in Houston,” Southwest Conference on
Asian Studies (SWCAS), San Antonio, TX, Nov 7-9, 2025.

Faculty Reviewer, Rice Asian Studies Review Journal, Rice University
Resident Associate, Will Rice College, Rice University

Chair, “Global Visions, Local Encounters: Extraterritoriality, Education, and
Nationhood in China,” AAS-in-Asia, Kathmandu, Nepal, June 1-4, 2025.

Discussant, “Zhen ge qin jia: Ming-Qing junshi yu shehui gongzuofang” #L 4%
B BEZ$H 542 TAEY (Sleeping on Spears and Wearing Armor: Workshop

of Military and Society in Ming and Qing China), Nankai University, China, Oct 28,
2024.

Moderator, “Scholar Talk: Dr. Melody Li and Dr. Duy Lap Nguyen”, Asia Society
Texas, TX, Sep 26, 2024.

Search Committee Graduate Representative, Department of History, WashU

Panel organizer, “Imagining, Experiencing, and Managing (Ab)Normal Bodies in
Asia,” AAS-in-Asia Annual Conference, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, July 9-11, 2024.
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2021-2022

2020-2021

Panel organizer, “Medicine for the Military: Institutions, Ideologies, and Therapies in
Imperial China,” Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference, Seattle,
WA, March 14-17, 2024.

Panel organizer, “Conceptualizing Mind and Madness: The Local, the Global, and
the Dilemmas of Cross-Cultural Historical Inquiry,” Association for Asian Studies
(AAS) Annual Conference, Virtual Conference, March 21-26, 2021.

Peer-mentor, History, WashU

Panel organizer, “Finding His/Her/Their Places: Transition, Self, and
(Re)Presentation from Late Imperial to Contemporary China,” Southwest
Conference on Asian Studies (SWASC), Virtual Conference, Oct 23-24, 2020.

GHA non-executive conference chair, History, WashU

Peer-mentor, History, WashU

COURSES TAUGHT

Rice University, Instructor

Eat, Prey, Love: Animal-Human Relations in Asia

First-Year Writing: Health and Disease in Transnational Asia

Introduction to Transnational Asian Studies

Medicine and Empire in Asia
Quacks and Wonder Drugs: A History of Medicine in China
Science and Technology in China

Washington University in St. Louis, Teaching Assistant

A History of Modern China
Health and Disease in World History

History of U.S. Foreign Relations: Since 1920s

Sliver, Slaves, and the State: Globalization in the 18" Century

UC Santa Barbara, Teaching Assistant

Fast Asian Traditions: Modern

Fast Asian Traditions: Pre-modern

New Phenomena in the 21" Century Chinese

Women Writers of Late Imperial China

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

American Association for the History of Medicine

American Historical Association

Association for Asian Studies

History of Science Society
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LANGUAGES

Chinese: Native

Classical Chinese: Research language
Manchu: Research language
Mongolian: Research language

Japanese: Intermediate

DIGITAL HUMANITIES SKILLS

Geographic Information System (GIS)
Gephi Network Visualization
Python
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