
Leah Binkovitz


EDUCATION 

Ph.D.	 Rice University, Sociology, 2026 (expected) 


M.A. 	 Rice University, Sociology, 2021


M.S.	 Columbia University, Journalism, 2011


B.A. 	 University of California, Berkeley, Art History with minor in Environmental Studies, 2010

	 


INTERESTS 

The coproduction of space, race and power within the context of urban development.


RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 

Korver-Glenn, Elizabeth and Elizabeth Roberto, Leah Binkovitz and Sarah Mayorga. 2024. 
“Barriers and Boundaries: How Residents Make Meaning of Segregating Built Environments.” 
Sociological Perspectives. 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/07311214241274159 


Binkovitz, Leah. 2022. “Circling the Herd: Houston’s Black Trail Riders, Placemaking, and the 
Liberatory Potential of Second Sites.” City & Community, 21(4): 270–289. https://doi.org/
10.1177/15356841221084263


Turner, Katie and Leah Binkovitz. 2021. “Violence in Stone: Confederate Monuments and 
Lynchings in the US South." Spatial Demography. 9:1-16. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s40980-021-00098-3 


WORKS IN PROGRESS 

“Re-reading the Urban Rodeo: The Cultural Production of White Citymaking in a Diversifying 
Metropolis”

(In Preparation)


“Something for Everyone at the Rodeo: Small Stories and Racial Sense-Making in Public 
Placemaking”

(In Preparation)


AWARDS AND GRANTS 

2025	 	 Pulitzer Prize, Editorial Writing

2022	 	 Walter and Helen Hall Graduate Student Paper Award ($300)

2021	 	 Pre-Dissertation Research Grant, Social Sciences Research Institute (SSRI), 	 	
	 	 Rice University ($2,875)

2021	 	 Walter and Helen Hall Graduate Student Paper Award, Honorable Mention

2015	 	 First Place, Short Features, Texas Associated Press Managing Editors

2015	 	 Finalist, Investigations Triggered by Breaking News, IRE 	 

2010 	 	 Departmental Citation for outstanding thesis, UC Berkeley Art History


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

https://doi.org/10.1177/07311214241274159
https://doi.org/10.1177/15356841221084263
https://doi.org/10.1177/15356841221084263
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40980-021-00098-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40980-021-00098-3


2024	 American Sociological Association: “Resistance, participation and (infra)politics of black 

	 placemaking at the Houston Rodeo”

2023	 American Sociological Association: “Rereading the Urban Rodeo: The Cultural 

	 Production of White Dominance in a Diversifying Metropolis”

2021 	 American Sociological Association: “Circling the Herd: Houston’s Black Trail Riders, 	 	
	 Placemaking and the Liberatory Potential of Second Sites”

2020 	 American Sociological Association: “Monumental Problems: Confederate Monuments 	 	
	 and Regimes of Violence Over Time”


TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2021	 Teaching Assistant, Introduction to African and African American Studies, Rice 

	 University

2021	 Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Sociology, Rice University

2021 	 Teaching Assistant, Race, Place and Power in Houston, Rice University

2020	 Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Sociology, Rice University


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2019-2022	 Graduate Research Assistant, Sociology, Rice University 

2009-2010	 Undergraduate Research Assistant, University of California, Berkeley


OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2022-Present	 Senior Editorial Writer, Houston Chronicle 

2021-2022	 Graduate Fellow, Center for Civic Leadership, Rice University

2017-2019 	 Senior Editor, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University

2016-2017	 Staff Writer, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University

2014-2016	 Reporter, Houston Chronicle

2013-2014	 Stone and Holt Weeks Fellow, Washington Post and NPR 

2012-2013	 Editorial Intern, Smithsonian Magazine


OTHER PRESENTATIONS 

2022 	 Pediatric Grand Rounds, Mayo Clinic: Redlining, Racism and Health

2022 	 Radiology Residency, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Mayo Clinic: Redlining and 	 	
	 Systemic Racism: 100 Years of the Houston Arrow

2021 	 United Way of Greater Houston, Data and Dish: The Shape of Houston’s Inequity


SELECT RECENT POPULAR PRESS PIECES 

“Juneteenth descendants are still writing its history | Opinion.” Houston Chronicle. June 19, 
2025. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/juneteenth-holiday-meaning-
descendants-levi-jordan-20376167.php 


“She objected to an 'antisemitic' exhibit. Then she visited it. | Opinion.” Houston Chronicle. 
May 27, 2025. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/israel-gaza-match-
exhibit-controversy-20342511.php 


“Beyond bratwurst: What German Texans can teach us about immigration | Opinion.” Houston 
Chronicle. April 6, 2025. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/
immigration-german-heritage-identity-history-20250919.php 
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https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/immigration-german-heritage-identity-history-20250919.php


“Party wagons! Will trail riding survive (Opinion).” Houston Chronicle. Feb 23, 2024. https://
www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/article/trail-rides-t90-party-wagons-18682370.php 


“Essay: Houston’s Black cowboying legacy lives on at Triangle 7 rodeo arena.” Houston 
Chronicle. Feb 28, 2023. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/cowboy-
rodeo-arena-triangle-seven-17796803.php 


“Essay: 30 Years He’s Tended Not Just Olivewood Cemetery but Houston’s Soul.” Houston 
Chronicle. May 11, 2022. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Essay-30-
years-he-s-tended-not-just-Olivewood-17166404.php 


“The Surprising, Fraught History of the Texan Jewish Experience.” Texas Monthly. March 25, 
2022. https://www.texasmonthly.com/arts-entertainment/fraught-history-texan-jewish-
experience/ 


“One of the Country’s First Racially Integrated Fine Art Shows Gets an Overdue Update.” Texas 
Monthly. September 15 2021. https://www.texasmonthly.com/arts-entertainment/deluxe-show-
houston-fifth-ward-art/ 


“The Houston Arrow: The Shape of Houston’s Inequity.” One Breath Partnership. 2021 https://
onebreathhou.org/houston-arrow/ 


SERVICE AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

REVIEWER 

City & Community 
Sociology of Race & Ethnicity 

MEMBER

American Sociological Association

	 Community and Urban Sociology

	 Racial and Ethnic Minorities 
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