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EDUCATION 
 
Expected  
2024                PhD, Criminology, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge  
 
2020 M.Sc., Criminal Justice Policy, London School of Economics and Political 

Science 
 
2019 M.A., Human Rights Studies, Columbia University  
 
2018 B.A., English and Government, Wesleyan University  
 
CURRENT POSITIONS 
 
2024 - Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Rice University  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books  
Forthcoming Padmanabhan (2024) “Empathic Intuition and Women’ Experiences with Support 
in an English Women’s Centre” in Women, Relationships and Criminal Justice: Recognising the 
Personal, Public and Professional: 
 
Forthcoming Padmanabhan (2024) “Recounting the Ethical Dimensions of ‘Observant 
Participation’: How Close is Too Close?” in ‘Navigating the Unchartered Road to a PhD: Real 
World Experiences Studying in the Social Sciences.  
 
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles  
Padmanabhan, Kavya (2022) "Punishment by Another Name? The Welfare State’s Disciplinary 
Role in the United States and Britain," The Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare: Vol. 49: Iss. 
4, Article 3.DOI: https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.4583 
 
Articles Under Review   
Towards an Intersectional Theory of the State: Theorising the Layered Embodiments of Penal 
Power and Care in the Breddon Women’s Centre 
 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

mailto:Kp85@rice.edu
https://doi.org/10.15453/0191-5096.4583


2024 “Towards an Intersectional Theory of State: Theorising the Layered Embodiments of 
Care and Carcerality” American Sociological Association, Montréal, Quebec, August 9-
13th  

 
2023 “Carceral Expansion and the Breddon Women’s Centre: Theorising the Intersections 

Between Care and Carcerality” Justice and Society Research Centre Conference, 
Cambridge, UK, Dec 11th  

 
2023 “Empathic Intuition: Working Outside of the State?” European Society of Criminology 

Conference, Florence, Italy, September 5-9 
 
2023 “Empathic Intuition: Working Outside of the State?” Panel on Probation and Women’s 

Centres, British Society for Criminology, June 27-30, Preston, UCLAN, United Kingdom  
 
2023 “Empathic Intuition: Working Outside of the State?” Institute of Criminology’s PhD 

Criminology Conference ‘Social Science Approaches to Crime, Harm, and (In)Justice’, 
June 12th-13th, Cambridge, United Kingdom  

 
OTHER PRESENTATIONS  
 
2023 “Conducting Research in a Women’s Centre: Navigating Trauma, Harm, and Research 

Ethics” Guest Lecturer, MSt Penology, Institute of Criminology, University of 
Cambridge, September 12th  

 
2023 “The Ideal Victim and Neoliberal Governmentality: Observations from Fieldwork in a 

Women’s Centre” Justice and Society Research Group, Institute of Criminology, 
University of Cambridge, June 7th 

 
2022 “Exploring Punishment and Welfare in a Women’s Centre: An Ethnographic Study” 

Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, November 29th  
 
2022   “Exploring Women’s Experiences with Punishment and Welfare in a Women’s Centre” 

Guest Lecturer, MSt Penology, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, 
September 7th  

 
2021 “Welfare as Punishment? Understanding the Lives of Disadvantaged Mothers in the UK 

and the US” Justice and Society Research Group, Institute of Criminology, University of 
Cambridge, June 15th  

 
2021 “Foregrounding Housing Precarity in Disadvantaged Mothers’ Lives in the UK and the 

US” Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, May 26th   
 
TEACHING 
 
Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge  
 



Supervisor 
Foundations in Criminology and Criminal Justice 2022-2023, 2023-2024 
Long Essay in a Topic in Criminology 2022-2023, 2023-2024 
 
 
SERVICE 
 
Professional Service  
 
2023  Mentor: Institute for the Studies of Human Rights 2023-2024  
 
2023 Organizer: ‘Social Science Approaches to Crime, Harm, and (In)Justice,’ Institute of 

Criminology PhD Conference  
 
2022  Panel Chair: Community Women’s Centres: Options and Opportunities? Institute of 

Criminology’s Justice and Society Conference  
 
Departmental and University Service  
 
2022- 2023 
  PhD Student Representative, Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge  
 
2022- 2024    

Founder/Organizer Fieldwork Support Group, Institute of Criminology, University of 
Cambridge 

 
2020- 2024     

Member, Justice and Society Research Group, Institute of Criminology, University of        
Cambridge  

 
 


