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Book  
Frickel, Scott and James R. Elliott.  2018.  Sites Unseen: Uncovering Hidden Hazards in 

American Cities.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. (Foreword by Harvey Molotch) 
https://www.russellsage.org/publications/sites-unseen †   

 
† Winner of the 2020 Robert E. Park Award for best book published during the past two 
years, awarded by the Community and Urban Sociology Section of the American 
Sociological Association. 
 
Part of the American Sociological Association’s Rose Series in Sociology.  
Covered by more than 40 news outlets including The American Prospect, AOL, Business 
Insider, The Conversation, Curbed (part of Vox Media), ecoWatch, ecoWURD 
Philadelphia, The Guardian, Global Economic Intersection, GreenBiz, Greenwich Time, 
The Guardian Pacific Standard, Houston Chronicle, Idaho Press-Tribune, Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, US News & World Report.  Subject of author 
interviews with iHeartRadio Philadelphia (WDAS) and The Morning Show (Wisconsin 
Public Radio). 
 
Reviewed in American Journal of Sociology, City & Community, Human Ecology 
Review, La Vie de Idées (in French & English) 
 
 

Refereed Articles (* Denotes student or postdoctoral coauthor at time of submission)  
Marlow, Thomas*, Scott Frickel, and James R. Elliott.  2020.  “Do Legacy Industrial Sites 

Produce Legacy Effects? Environmental Inequality Formation in Rhode Island’s 
Industrial Core.”  Sociological Forum 35(4): 1093-1113. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/socf.12639  

 
Elliott, James R., Phylicia Lee Brown*, and Kevin Loughran*.  2020.  “Racial Inequities in 

Federal Buyouts of Flood-Prone Homes: A Nationwide Assessment of Environmental 
Adaptation.”  Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World.  6: 1-15. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/2378023120905439 † 

 
† Covered by Scientific American, Homeland Security News Wire, Mirage News, E&E 

ClimateWire, Houston Public Media/Morning Edition, PhysOrg, Futurity, 
GivingCompass, UrbanEdge, DSNews   

 
Gori, Avantika*, Ioannis Gidaris*, James R. Elliott, Jamie Padgett, Kevin Loughran*, Philip 

Bedient, Pranavesh Panakkal*, and Andrew Juan.  2020.  “Accessibility and Recovery 
Assessment of Houston’s Roadway Network Due to Fluvial Flooding during Hurricane 
Harvey.” Natural Hazards Review.  21(2): 1-20.  
https://ascelibrary.org/doi/10.1061/%28ASCE%29NH.1527-6996.0000355  

 

https://www.russellsage.org/publications/sites-unseen
https://prospect.org/topics/scott-frickel-james-r.-elliott/
https://www.businessinsider.com/radioactive-object-found-in-8-billion-san-francisco-neighborhood-2018-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/radioactive-object-found-in-8-billion-san-francisco-neighborhood-2018-9
https://theconversation.com/what-lies-beneath-to-manage-toxic-contamination-in-cities-study-their-industrial-histories-104897
https://www.curbed.com/2018/10/9/17952764/real-estate-pollution-superfund-industrial
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/19/hazadarous-waste-us-cities-sites-unseen-book-interview
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/19/hazadarous-waste-us-cities-sites-unseen-book-interview
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/local/gray-matters/article/hazardous-waste-manufacturing-sites-redevelopment-13481046.php
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/sites-unseen-toxic-philly-scott-frickel-james-elliott-industrial-hazards-20181012.html
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/sites-unseen-toxic-philly-scott-frickel-james-elliott-industrial-hazards-20181012.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/cities/articles/2018-12-21/what-lies-beneath-uncovering-cities-toxic-secrets
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/482-philadelphia-commun-28438308/episode/11-25-scott-frickel-and-james-elliot-30189730/
https://www.wpr.org/what-know-and-do-about-industrial-history-urban-areas
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/707125
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/cico.12408
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/00cb/00c09b7d60b29300148d599d7f164fa81cc4.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/00cb/00c09b7d60b29300148d599d7f164fa81cc4.pdf
https://booksandideas.net/IMG/pdf/en_toxic_urban_land_marichalar_10062019.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/socf.12639
https://doi.org/10.1177/2378023120905439
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/racial-inequalities-in-housing-extend-to-flood-buyout-programs/
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20200220-flood-buyouts-benefit-the-whitest-atrisk-neighborhoods
https://www.miragenews.com/flood-buyouts-benefit-cities-and-their-whitest-at-risk-neighborhoods/
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2020/02/19/stories/1062387985
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2020/02/19/stories/1062387985
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/shows/hpm-local-newscast/2020/02/24/361581/hpm-local-newscast-for-7-am-monday-february-24-2020/
https://phys.org/news/2020-02-buyouts-disproportionately-benefit-whitest-at-risk.html
https://www.futurity.org/flood-buyout-whitest-communities-2282602-2/
https://www.givingcompass.org/article/the-whitest-communities-most-benefit-from-flood-buyouts/
https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2020/02/18/study-reveals-effects-white-privilege-fema-flood-buyout-program-Houston-hurricane-harvey
https://dsnews.com/daily-dose/02-24-2020/the-racial-divide-of-flood-damage-buyouts
https://ascelibrary.org/doi/10.1061/%28ASCE%29NH.1527-6996.0000355
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Loughran, Kevin* and James R. Elliott.  2019.  “Residential Buyouts as Environmental Mobility: 
Examining Where Homeowners Move to Illuminate Social Inequities in Climate 
Adaptation.”  Population and Environment 41(1): 52-70. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-
019-00324-7 

 
Howell, Junia* and James R. Elliott. 2019.  “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of 

Natural Hazards on Wealth Inequality in the United States.”  Social Problems 66(3): 448-
467.†  Available online: https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spy016 

 
† 2019 Honorable Mention, Allan Schnaiberg Outstanding Publication Award, 
Environmental Sociology Section of the American Sociological Association. 
 
“Most discussed” article in Social Problems, 2018-Present. 
 
Covered by 81 media outlets, including The Atlantic, The Nation, PBS NewsHour, 
Scientific American, Los Angeles National Public Radio (16.45 – 22.45), Bloomberg 
Newsweek, USA Today, U.S. News and World Report, Vice.Com, Forbes, Futurity, 
Homeland Security News Wire, Science Daily, Daily Beast, the Conversation, Pacific 
Standard, The Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Seattle Post-Intellegencer, 
The Houston Chronicle, Houston Matters (National Public Radio), , , UniVision, and 
U.S. News & World Report,; in addition to national think tank newsletters, including the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition. 
 
Presented to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (the research wing of the US 
Congress), November 14, 219, Washington, DC.  Cited as a motivating influence in the 
National Advisory Council Report to the FEMA Administrator, November 2020 
 
 

Loughran, Kevin*, James R. Elliott, S. Wright Kennedy*.   2019.  “Urban Ecology in the Time 
of Climate Change: Houston and the Case of Water.” Social Currents 6(2): 121-140. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/2329496518797851.† 
 
† Covered by 45 news outlets including Houston Public Media, National Public Radio, 
and various state and local affiliates. 

 
Bernier, Carl*, Sabarethinam Kameshwar*, James R. Elliott, Jamie E. Padgett, Philip B. Bedient.  

2019.  “Evaluation of Mitigation Strategies to Protect Petrochemical Infrastructure and 
Nearby Communities during Storm Surge.”  Natural Hazards Review 19(4): 1-18.  

 
Elliott, James R., Elizabeth Korver-Glenn*, and Daniel Bolger.*  2019.  “The Successive Nature 

of City Parks:  Making and Remaking Unequal Access over Time.” 18(1): 109-
127.   https://doi.org/10.1111/cico.12366 

 
 † Covered in SmartCities Dive and the Urban Edge. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-019-00324-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-019-00324-7
https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spy016
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/pages/high-impact
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/01/why-natural-disasters-are-worse-poor/580846/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/hud-fema-renters-natural-disaster/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/making-sense/how-natural-disasters-can-increase-inequality
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/disaster-loans-entrench-disparities-in-black-communities/
https://dcs.megaphone.fm/KPC1358778462.mp3?key=d6f11194910a11b39c29153f48fe17c1&listener=c00e1b0d-3ec0-4c94-98cd-4ab5e40c96b1
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_nac-report_11-2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2329496518797851
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/2018/10/23/308963/researchers-find-connections-between-houston-area-home-buyouts-and-white-flight/
https://doi.org/10.1111/cico.12366
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/houston-sets-its-sights-on-a-more-equitable-park-system/585531/
https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2019/04/17/houston-parks-privileged-leave-children-behind-research
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Elliott, James R. and Kevin T. Smiley.*  2019.  “Place, Space, and Racially Unequal Exposures 
to Pollution at Home and Work.”  Social Currents 6(1): 32-50. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/2329496517704873  

 
Smiley, Kevin T.*, Junia Howell* and James R. Elliott.  2018.  “Disasters, Local Organizations, 

and Poverty in the United States, 1998 to 2015.” Population and Environment 40(2): 
115-135.†  https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-018-0304-8. 

 
† Covered by ScienMag, EurekAlert, Futurity, and HealthMedicine.net.  

 
Thomas, Katherine A.*, James R. Elliott, and Sergio Chavez. 2018. “Community Perceptions of 

Industrial Risks Before and After a Toxic Flood: The Case of Houston and Hurricane 
Harvey.” Sociological Spectrum 38(6): 371-386. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02732173.2018.1532367  

 
Raker, Ethan J.* and James R. Elliott.  2018.  “Attitudes toward Mass Arrivals: Variations by 

Racial, Spatial, and Temporal Distances to Incoming Disaster Evacuees.”  Social Science 
Quarterly 99(3): 1200-1213.  https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12498   

 
Elliott, James R. and Junia Howell.*  2017.  “Beyond Disasters: A Longitudinal Analysis of 

Natural Hazards’ Unequal Impacts on Residential Instability.”  Social Forces 95(3): 
1181-1207. https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sow086  

 
† Covered by 9 news outlets including U.S. News & World Report, MSN, Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, and International Business Times. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Matthew Thomas Clement.  2017.  “Natural Hazards and Local 

Development: The Successive Nature of Landscape Transformation in the United States.”  
Social Forces 96(1): 851-876. https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sox054. 

 
Bernier, Carl*, James R. Elliott, Jamie E. Padgett, Frances Kellerman*, Philip B. Bedient.  2017. 

“Evolution of Social Vulnerability and Risks of Chemical Spills during Storm Surge 
along The Houston Ship Channel.”  Natural Hazards Review 18(4):  
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)NH.1527-6996.0000252   

 
Bernier, Carl*, Jamie E. Padgett, James R. Elliott, Philip B. Bedient.  2017.  “Investigation of 

Mitigation Strategies to Reduce Storm Surge Impacts Associated with Oil 
Infrastructures.”  In Proceedings of 12th International Conference on Structural Safety & 
Reliability, Vienna, Austria, August 6-10. 

 
McDonald, Steve, Lindsay Hamm*, James R. Elliott and Peter Knepper.*  2016.  “Race, Place, 

and Unsolicited Job Leads: How the Ethnoracial Structure of Local Labor Markets 
Shapes Employment Opportunities.”  Social Currents 3(2): 118-137.† 

  

https://doi.org/10.1177/2329496517704873
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11111-018-0304-8
http://bit.ly/2PDaeJb
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-11/uab-owb111618.php
https://www.futurity.org/natural-disasters-community-organizations-1924092-2/
https://doi.org/10.1080/02732173.2018.1532367
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12498
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sow086
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sox054
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)NH.1527-6996.0000252
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†  Covered by MSN Money web broadcast; also featured in 12 other media outlets, 
including TheStreet.com, Bloomberg Business; Phys.Org, ScienceNewsline, 
e!ScienceNews, Science Codex.  

 
Elliott, James R. and Scott Frickel.  2015.  “Urbanization as Socio-Environmental Succession: 

The Case of Hazardous Industrial Site Accumulation.”  American Journal of Sociology 
120(6): 1736-1777.† 

 
† 2016 Honorable Mention, Jane Addams Award for Best Article, Community and Urban 
Sociology Section of the American Sociological Association. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2015.  “Natural Hazards and Residential Mobility: General Patterns and 

Racially Unequal Outcomes in the United States.”  Social Forces 93(4): 1723-1747.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sou120  

Elliott, James R. and Matthew Thomas Clement.*  2015.  “Developing Spatial Inequalities in 
Carbon Appropriation:  A Sociological Analysis of Local Emissions across the United 
States.”  Social Science Research 51: 119-131.   

 
Elliott, James R. and Matthew Thomas Clement.*  2014.  “Urbanization and Carbon Emissions: 

A Nationwide Study of Local Countervailing Effects in the United States.”  Social 
Science Quarterly 95(3): 795-816. 

 
Schultz, Jessica*, James R. Elliott, and Robert M. O’Brien.  2014.  “The Regional Journal in 

Sociology: Recent Trends and Observations.”  The American Sociologist 45: 185-196. 
 
Elliott, James R. and Scott Frickel.  2013.  “The Historical Nature of Cities: A Study of 

Urbanization and Hazardous Waste Accumulation.”  American Sociological Review 
78(4): 521-543.  (Lead article.) 

 
Schultz, Jessica* and James R. Elliott.  2013.  “Natural Disasters and Local Demographic 

Change in the United States.”  Population and Environment 34(3): 293-312. 
 
Haney, Timothy and James R. Elliott.  2013.  “The Sociological Determination:  A Reflexive 

Look at Conducting Local Disaster Research after Hurricane Katrina.”  Sociology Mind 
3(1): 7-15. 

 
Clement, Matthew Thomas* and James R. Elliott.  2012.  “Growth Machines and Carbon 

Emissions: A County-Level Analysis of how U.S. Place-Making Contributes to Global 
Climate Change.”  Research in Urban Sociology Vol. 12: 29-50.  

 
Elliott, James R. and Scott Frickel.  2011.  “Environmental Dimensions of Urban Change: 

Uncovering Relict Industrial Waste Sites and Subsequent Land Use Conversions in 
Portland and New Orleans.” Journal of Urban Affairs 33(1): 61-82.   

https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/sou120
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Elliott, James R.  2011.  “Building the Road Ahead: From ‘Ethics for Disaster’ to ‘Obligation 

from Disaster,’” Review Journal of Political Philosophy 8(2): 11-25. 
 
Elliott, James R. and Jeremy Pais.*  2010.  “When Nature Pushes Back: Environmental Impact 

and the Spatial Redistribution of Socially Vulnerable Populations.”  Social Science 
Quarterly 91(5): 1187-1219. 

 
Elliott, James R., Timothy J. Haney* and Petrice Sams-Abiodun.  2010.  “Limits to Social 

Capital: Comparing Network Assistance in Two New Orleans Neighborhoods Devastated 
by Hurricane Katrina.”  The Sociological Quarterly 51(4): 624-648. 

 
Elliott, James R., Amy Bellone Hite and Joel A. Devine.  2009.  “Unequal Return: The Uneven 

Resettlements of New Orleans’ Uptown Neighborhoods.”  Organization & Environment 
22(4): 410-421. 

 
Fussell, Elizabeth and James R. Elliott.  2009.  “Social Organization of Demographic Responses 

to Disaster: Studying Population-Environment Interactions in the Case of Hurricane 
Katrina.”  Organization & Environment 22(4): 379-394. 

 
Pais, Jeremy* and James R. Elliott.  2008. “Places as Recovery Machines: Vulnerability and 

Neighborhood Change after Major Hurricanes.” Social Forces 86(4): 1415-1453. 
 
Frickel, Scott and James R. Elliott.  2008. “Tracking Industrial Land Use Conversions: A New 

Approach for Studying Relict Waste and Urban Development.”  Organization & 
Environment 21(2): 128-147. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Jeremy Pais.*†  2006.  “Race, Class, and Hurricane Katrina: Social 

Differences in Human Responses to Disaster.”  Social Science Research 35(2): 295-321.† 
 

† All-time most cited and downloaded article in the journal’s history, which began 
publication in 1972. (More than 50,000 downloads to date.)  In top 20 of all social 
science articles downloaded from ScienceDirect since 2005 (includes 251 social 
science journals).   

 
   Excerpted and reprinted in The Urban Sociology Reader, 2nd Edition, edited by Jan Lin 

and Christopher Mele (2013): pp. 234-242.  New York: Routledge. 
 
Smith, Ryan A. and James R. Elliott.  2005.  “Family Structure and Organizational Power: A 

Multi-Racial/Multi-Ethnic Analysis of Women and Men.”  Du Bois Review: Social 
Science Research on Race 2(1): 69-90. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Ryan A. Smith.  2004.  “Race, Gender and Workplace Power.” American 

Sociological Review 69(3): 365-386. 
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Elliott, James R.  2004.  “The Work of Cities: Underemployment and Urban Change in Late-

Century America.”  Cityscape 7(1): 107-134.  
 
Elliott, James R., Kevin Fox Gotham and Melinda J. Milligan.  2004. “Framing the Urban: 

Struggles over HOPE VI and the New Urbanism in an Historic City.”  City & Community 
3(4): 373-394. 

 
Milligan, Melinda J., Kevin Fox Gotham, and James R. Elliott.  2004.  “HOPE VI, New 

Urbanism, and the Utility of Frames: A Reply to Melendez and Coats.”  City & 
Community 3(4): 399-402. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Marilyn S. Joyce.*  2004.  “The Effects of Race and Family Structure on 

Women’s Spatial Relationship to the Labor Market.”  Sociological Inquiry 74(3): 411-
435. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Marcel Ionescu.*  2003.  “Post-War Immigration to the Deep South Triad: 

What Can a Peripheral Region Tell Us about Immigrant Settlement and Employment?”  
Sociological Spectrum 23: 159-180. 

 
Smith, Ryan and James R. Elliott.  2002.  “Does Ethnic Concentration Influence Access to 

Authority? An Examination of Contemporary Urban Labor Markets.” Social Forces 
81(1): 255-279. 

 
Elliott, James R. and Ryan Smith.  2001.  “Ethnic Matching of Supervisors to Subordinate Work 

Groups: Findings on Bottom-Up Ascription and Social Closure” Social Problems 48(2): 
258-276. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2001.  “Referral Hiring and Ethnically Homogeneous Jobs: How Prevalent Is 

the Connection and for Whom?”  Social Science Research 30: 401-425. 
 
Elliott, James R. and Mario Sims.   2001.  “Ghettos and Barrios: The Impact of Neighborhood 

Ethnicity and Poverty on Job Matching among Blacks and Latinos.”  Social Problems 
48(3): 341-361. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2000.  “Class, Race and Job Matching in Urban Labor Markets.”  Social 

Science Quarterly 81(4): 1036-1052. 
 
Elliott, James R.  1999.  “Social Isolation and Labor Market Insulation: Network and 

Neighborhood Effects on Less-Educated Urban Workers.”  The Sociological Quarterly 
40(2): 199-216.  

 
Elliott, James R.  1999.  “Urban Restructuring Revisited: Organizational and Labor Market 

Changes during the 1980s.” Sociological Perspectives 42(3): 421-438. 
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Elliott, James R.  1999.  “Putting Global Cities in Their Place: Underemployment in America’s 

Postwar Urban System.” Urban Geography 20(2): 95-115.  
 
Elliott, James R.  1997.†   “Cycles within the System: Metropolitanization and Internal 

Migration in the U.S., 1965-1990.”  Urban Studies 34(1): 21-41. 
 

† Reprinted in The City: Critical Concepts in the Social Sciences, edited by Michael 
Pacione (2002): pp.437-462.  New York: Routledge.  

 
Elliott, James R. and Marc J. Perry*.  1996.  “Metropolitanizing Nonmetro Space: Population 

Redistribution and Emergent Metropolitan Areas, 1965-1990.” Rural Sociology 61(3): 
497-512.  

 
 
Journal Special Issues Edited 
 
Guest Editor (with Elizabeth Fussell). 2009.  Special Issue of Organization & Environment, “The 

Social Organization of Demographic Responses to Disaster.” 
 
 
Chapters & Forewords in Edited Volumes 
 
Elliott, James R. and Kevin T. Smiley.  2020.  “Socio‐Demographic Inequalities in 

Environmental Exposures.”  Forthcoming in International Handbook on Population and 
Environment.  New York: Springer. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2015. “Foreword: Ten Years Later.”  Pp. vii-xi in Rethinking Disaster 

Recovery: A Hurricane Katrina Retrospective, edited by Jeannie Haubert.  Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield. 

 
Haney, Timothy*, James R. Elliott, and Elizabeth Fussell.  2010.  “Risk, Roles, Resources, Race, 

and Religion: A Framework for Understanding Family Evacuation Strategies, Stress, and 
Return Migration.”  Pp. 77-102 in The Sociology of Katrina: Perspectives on a Modern 
Catastrophe, 2nd Edition, edited by David L. Brunsma, David Overfelt, and J. Steve 
Picou. Lanham, MD: Rowman& Littlefield.   

 
Haney, Timothy*, James R. Elliott, and Elizabeth Fussell.  2007.  “Families and Hurricane 

Response: Evacuation, Separation, and the Emotional Toll of Hurricane Katrina.”  Pp. 
71-90 in The Sociology of Katrina: Perspectives on a Modern Catastrophe, 1st Edition,  
edited by David L. Brunsma, David Overfelt, and J. Steve Picou. Lanham, MD: 
Rowman& Littlefield. 

 
Ionescu, Marcel* and James R. Elliott.  2005.  “Old and New Faces in the Deep South: 
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Immigrant Settlement and Employment Trends, 1950-2000.” In New People in the New 
South: Trends and Continuities in Southern Immigration, edited by Carl L. Bankston, III.  
New York: Nova Press. 

 
 
Other Professional Publications 
 
Elliott, James R. 2020.  Book Review: Black Wave: How Networks and Governance Shaped 

Japan’s 3/11 Disasters, by Daniel Aldrich.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019.  
Social Forces.  https://academic.oup.com/sf/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/sf/soaa011/5721136 .  

 
Elliott, James R. 2019.  Book Review: Recovering Inequality: Hurricane Katrina, the San 

Francisco Earthquake of 1906, and the Aftermath of Disaster, by Steve Kroll-Smith.  
Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2018.  Contemporary Sociology 48(6): 666-668. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0094306119880196r . 

 
Howell, Junia and James R. Elliott.  2019. “Climate Change Isn’t Hurting Everyone: White 

Middle Class Americans Benefit from Natural Disasters.”  Work in Progress.  (Online 
blog of American Sociological Association's Sections on Organizations, Occupations, 
and Work, Economic Sociology, Labor and Labor Movements, and Inequality, Poverty, 
and Mobility). 

 
Frickel, Scott and James R. Elliott.  2018. “What Lies Beneath: To Manage Toxic Contamination 

in U.S. Cities, Study Their Industrial Histories.”  The Conversation, December 20: 
https://theconversation.com/what-lies-beneath-to-manage-toxic-contamination-in-cities-
study-their-industrial-histories-104897  

 
Howell, Junia and James R. Elliott.  2018.  “As Disaster Costs Rise, So Does Inequality.”  

Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World. 4: 1-2. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/2378023118816795  

 
Frickel, Scott and James R. Elliott.  2018.  “The Hidden Hazards beneath Trump’s Dismantling 

of the EPA.”  The American Prospect.  October 3:  http://prospect.org/article/hidden-
hazards-beneath-trump%E2%80%99s-dismantling-epa  

 
Elliott, James R.  2012.  Book Review: Environmental City:  People, Place, Politics and the 

Meaning of Modern Austin, by William S. Swearingen.  City & Community 11(2): 226-
227. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2007.  “What’s Next?  Vulnerability and Post-Disaster Recovery.”  Invited 

essay for the Population-Environment Research Network (PERN) Cyberseminar on 
Population & Natural Hazards, November 5, 2007. 

 

https://academic.oup.com/sf/advance-article/doi/10.1093/sf/soaa011/5721136
https://academic.oup.com/sf/advance-article/doi/10.1093/sf/soaa011/5721136
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0094306119880196r
https://theconversation.com/what-lies-beneath-to-manage-toxic-contamination-in-cities-study-their-industrial-histories-104897
https://theconversation.com/what-lies-beneath-to-manage-toxic-contamination-in-cities-study-their-industrial-histories-104897
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2378023118816795
http://prospect.org/article/hidden-hazards-beneath-trump%E2%80%99s-dismantling-epa
http://prospect.org/article/hidden-hazards-beneath-trump%E2%80%99s-dismantling-epa
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Elliott, James R. and Timothy J. Haney*.  2006.  “Inequality and the City.”  Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology.   

 
Elliott, James R. and James H. Johnson.  2005.  “Taking the Right Track in the Wake of 

Katrina.” Philanthropy Journal, October 10. 
 
Elliott, James R.  2002.  “The New Immigrant Churning to and through Gateway Cities” in 

Official Newsletter of the Community and Urban Sociology Section of the American 
Sociological Association.  December. 

 
Elliott, James R.  2002.  Book Review: Headhunters: Matchmaking in the Labor Market, by 

William Finlay and James E. Coverdill. Work and Occupations 29(4):509-511. 
 
 
 
External Funding 
 
Recent Proposals – Pending 
 
Robert Woods Johnson Foundation. “The Implications of FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program for Neighborhood Segregation and Health Disparities.”  Co-PIs Robert Bozick 
and James Elliott.  $300,000, 24 months [submitted 11/24/2020]. 

 
Russell Sage Foundation.  “Economic Boom and Exploitation in the Disaster Recovery Labor 

Force: A Mixed Methods Longitudinal Study.”  PI: Sergio Chavez.  Co-PIs: James Elliott and 
Jing Li. $49,308, 12 months. [submitted 11/4/2020, pending]. 

 
National Science Foundation.  Focused Hub, Coastlines and People (CoPe). “Hub for Adaptive 

Resilience of Coastal Industrial Communities.”  Senior Personnel.  $4,998,029, 60 
months. [submitted 9/9/2020, pending]. 

 
 
Recent Proposals – Not Awarded 
 
National Science Foundation.  EArly-concept Grants for Exploratory Research (EAGER).  

“Modeling Emergence in Social Systems Using a Modified Lattice Boltzmann 
Approach.”  Proposal No. 8049574.  PI:  Laura Schaefer; Co-PIs: James Elliott and Max 
Besbris.  $300,000, 24 months. [submitted 5/15/2020, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation.  Engineering Research Centers (ERC) Program.  “NSF 

Engineering Research Center for Adaptive and Resilient Coastal Infrastructure 
(CARCI).”  Proposal No. 1918896.  PI:  Daniel Cox, Oregon State; Co-PIs: James Elliott,  
Ricardo R. Lopez-Rodriguez, Jamie Padgett, Peter Ruggiero.  $10,000,000, 60 months.  
[submitted February 2019, not awarded] 
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National Academy of Sciences, Gulf Research Program.  “Enhancing Resilience at the Interface 

of Coastal Communities and Oil & Gas Operations.”  Proposal No. 19-0390.  PI: Jamie 
Padgett; Co-PIs: Philip Bedient and James Elliott. $2,581,930  [submitted 12/5/2018, not 
awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation.  CMMI - LEAP-HI Leading Engineering Initiative: “LEAD: 

Leveraging Evolution, Adaptation and Dynamics to Enhance Port Community 
Resilience.” Proposal No. 1830564. PI: Jamie E. Padgett; Co-PIs: Philip B Bedient, 
Leonardo A Duenas Osorio, James R. Elliott, Kyle Shelton.  $2,000,000.  [submitted 
2/21/2018, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation.  Sociology Program: “Risk-Taking and Occupational Injuries 

among Unauthorized Migrant Roofers: A Binational Mixed-Methods Study.”  Proposal 
No. 1756490.  PI: Sergio Chavez; Co-PI: James R. Elliott.  Approximately $536,000.  
[submitted 8/15/2017, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation, Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) Program: “Development of  

Social Sciences Data Applications Platform (SSDAP).”  Proposal No. 7655545; PI: 
David Alexander; Co-PI: James R. Elliott, et al.  Approximately $900,000. [submitted 
1/15/2016, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement.  “Under 

Construction: Race and Housing Markets in 21st Century Urban America.”  Proposal No. 
1566626; PI: James R. Elliott; Co-PI, Elizabeth Korver-Glenn.  $11,996.  [submitted 
9/30/15, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement.  “Class, Race, and 

Mortality in New Orleans, 1877-1910: The Effects of Mortality Terrains on 
Socioeconomic Development.”  Proposal No. 1602963; PI: James R. Elliott; Co-PI, S. 
Wright Kennedy.  $12,000.  [submitted 10/15/15, not awarded] 

 
National Science Foundation, Sustainability Research Network Proposal.  2014-2018. 

“Sustainability Research Networks (SRN): Cities at Risk.”  Proposal No. 1444699; 
($11,974,873) Network Partner Subaward, for $220,575.  [submitted 4/29/14, not 
awarded] 

 
Awarded 
 
National Science Foundation.  Environmental Sustainability Program: “RAPID: Assessment and 

Treatment of Flood-Contaminated Water Sources and Hot-Spots of Microbial 
Contaminants in Post-Harvey Houston.” [Award No. 1759457; PI: Lauren Stadler; Co-PI 
James R. Elliott.  $199,880.  Awarded 9/12/2017] 

 

https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1759457&HistoricalAwards=false
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U.S. Department of Agriculture.  “Understanding the Roles of Socioeconomic Vulnerability, 
Adaptive Capacity, and Mitigation in Determining Economic Impacts of Wildfire.” 
($399,999) [Co-PI with Dr. Cassandra Moseley, University of Oregon, 2012-2015] 

 
National Science Foundation.  “Urban-Environmental Restructuring in the U.S.” ($220,000)  

[SES #0849826; Co-PI with Dr. Scott Frickel, Washington State University, 2009-12] 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Doctoral Dissertation Grant awarded to 

Timothy Haney under the direction of PI, James R. Elliott, “Off to the (Labor) Market: 
Women, Work & Welfare Reform in 21st Century American Cities.”($20,023) [H 
#21563SG; 2008-09] 

 
Social Science Research Council.  Three-day conference with 24 panelists on “Disaster and 

Migration: The Case of Hurricane Katrina.”  New Orleans, April 12-14, 2007.  ($24,000) 
[Co-Organizer with Dr. Elizabeth Fussell, Tulane University]. 

 
National Science Foundation, Small Grant for Exploratory Research.  “Tracking Migratory 

Behavior of Hurricane Katrina Evacuees, Phase I: Sample Identification, Data Collection 
& Analysis.” ($94,000) [SES #0554818, 2006-07] 

 
National Science Foundation.  Doctoral Dissertation Grant awarded to Jeannie Haubert-Weil 

under the direction of PI, James Elliott, “Discrimination in the Rental Market, a Focus on 
Latinos.” ($7,500) [Award # 0623651, 2006-07]. 

 
Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program. “Innovations in American Sociology” at Ecole des Hautes 

Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, France. (Awarded but declined due to Hurricane 
Katrina, €3,000, 2005). 

 
National Center for the Urban Community.  Research support for “The Social Organization of 

Immigrant Dispersal.” ($4,000, 2004). 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Urban Scholars Postdoctoral Research 

Fellowship for “Immigrant Adaptation and Gateway Cities.” ($55,000. 2002-03). 
 
U.S. National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). Postdoctoral 

Fellowship, Carolina Population Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
($25,000/year, 2997-99). 

 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Dissertation Improvement Grant for “The 

Work of Cities: Urban Change and Underemployment in Late-Century America.” 
($15,000, 1996-97). 

 
U.S. National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD).  Pre-doctoral 

Research Fellowship, Center for Demography and Ecology, University of Wisconsin–
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Madison ($18,000/year, 1993-95). 
 
Institutional Funding 
 
Awarded 
 
Rice Building Research on Inequality and Diversity to Grow Equity (BRIDGE).  “Social 

Inequalities in Houston’s Environmental Adaptation: A Longitudinal-Comparative Study 
of People & Places in the Federal Buyout Program.”  ($50,000, 2020-2022). 

 
Rice InterDisciplinary Excellence Award (IDEA). “Urban Graph Theory: Designing Methods to 

Study Road Networks, Residential Segregation, and Urban Change.” (Co-PIs: Elizabeth 
Roberto, Santiago Segarra, Farès el-Dahdah: $74,505, 2019). 

 
Rice Houston Engagement and Recovery Effort (HERE).  “Post-Harvey Perspectives on 

Population, Land-use and Neighborhoods (PLAN).” (Co-PIs Tony Brown, Steve 
Klineberg; $50,000, 2018). 

 
Rice Houston Engagement and Recovery Effort (HERE).  “Impacts of Flood Damage on 

Airborne Fungi and Bacteria in Homes after Harvey.” (Co-PIs Lauren Stadler, Qilin Li, 
Carrie Masiello; $50,000, 2018). 

 
Rice Houston Engagement and Recovery Effort (HERE).  “Learning From Harvey: Temporal 

Evolution of Flooding and Transportation Accessibility.” (with Co-PIs: Jamie Padgett, 
Philip Bedient; $50,000, 2018). 

 
Rice Houston Engagement and Recovery Effort (HERE).  “Highways + Waterways: A 

Diachronic and Iconographic Map of Houston.” (with Co-PIs: Fares el-DahDah, David 
Alexander, Dominic Boyer, Anne Chao, Kathy Ensor, Stephen Fox, Cymene Howe, 
Melilssa Kean, Jan Odegard, Albert Pope, Moshe Vardi, Gordon Wittenberg; $50,000, 
2018). 

 
Shell Center for Sustainability.  “Risk and Resilience along Houston's Ship Channel: Uncovering 

Links between Vital Social, Environmental and Physical Systems.”  (with Co-PIs: Jamie 
Padgett, Philip Bedient, and Regina Buono; $100,000, 2015-2017). 

 
Social Science Research Institute, Rice University, Seed Money Grant Proposal.  “Houston’s 

Changing Nature: Using the Nation’s Fastest Growing Urban Area to Advance an 
Environmental Sociology of Cities.”  (PI, $19,957, 2015-16). 

 
Summer Research Award.  “Hazardous Legacies: A Study of Urban-Environmental 

Restructuring in Historic U.S. Cities.” Office of Research, University of Oregon ($4,500, 
2009). 
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First-Year Reading Project, Keynote Speaker. “Race, Identity and James McBride’s The Color of 
Water.”  Tulane University ($1,000, 2004). 

 
Office of Service Learning.  Project grant with New Orleans’s Urban Conservancy for student 

participation in its “Stay Local! Campaign.”  Tulane University ($1,500, 2004). 
 
Georges Lurcy Grant for Faculty Research.  “Race, Gender and Workplace Power.”  Tulane 

University ($800, 2004). 
 
Office of Service Learning.  Grant for Improvement of Post-Secondary Education, Faculty 

Fellowship.  Tulane University ($1,500, 2003). 
 
Stone Center for Scholars.  Public forum “Wal-Mart in New Orleans? Public Housing and Urban 

Revitalization Strategies.”  Tulane University ($250, 2001). 
 
Senate Committee on Research.  “Race, Ethnicity and Urban Labor Market Inequality.”  Tulane 

University ($4,000, 2000). 
 
 
Honors &Awards 
 
Nominee.  2020. Outstanding Undergraduate Research Mentor Award. Office of Undergraduate 

Research & Inquiry.  Rice University. 
 
Honorable Mention.  2019.  Allan Schnaiberg Outstanding Publication Award, Environmental 

Sociology Section of the American Sociological Association. 
 

Article: “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of Natural Hazards on Wealth 
Inequality in the United States.”  Social Problems 66(3): 448-467 

 
Honorable Mention. 2016.  Jane Addams Award for Best Article, Community and Urban 

Sociology Section of the American Sociological Association.   
 

Article: “Urbanization as Socio-Environmental Succession: The Case of Hazardous 
Industrial Site Accumulation.”  American Journal of Sociology.  

 
Merit-Based Course Reduction. 2011-12. Department of Sociology, University of Oregon. 
 
Merit-Based Course Reduction.  2009-10. Department of Sociology, University of Oregon.   
 
Award for Teaching Excellence. 2006.  Graduate School Students Association, Tulane 

University.  (Awarded annually to one university faculty member.) 
 
Mortar Board Outstanding Teacher Award.  2004.  National College Senior Honor Society, 
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Newcomb College, Tulane University. 
 
President’s Service Learning Teaching Award.  2003.  Tulane University.  (Awarded annually to 

one university faculty member.) 
  
President’s Junior Faculty Teaching Award.  2003.  Tulane University.  (Awarded annually to 

one untenured university faculty member.) 
 
Outstanding Creative Collaboration Award.  2003.  Regional Gulf Summit on Service Learning.  

(Collaboration with the Tulane University Office of Service Learning and the Urban 
Conservancy of New Orleans). 

 
Mortar Board Outstanding Teacher Award.  2003. National College Senior Honor Society, 

Newcomb College, Tulane University. 
    
Excellence in Teaching Award.  2003.  Newcomb Alumnae Association, Tulane University.  

(Awarded annually to one untenured faculty member at Tulane University.) 
 
Katherine DuPre Lumpkin Award.  1997.   Outstanding Dissertation, Department of Sociology, 

University of Wisconsin–Madison.  (Awarded annually to one newly awarded Ph.D. in 
sociology.)    

 
Pass with Distinction.  1993. Ph.D. preliminary examination in Environmental and Natural 

Resource Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison.  (First 
such award in exam’s early history.) 

 
Vilas Award.  1992.  Outstanding scholarly achievement, Graduate School, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Honors in the Major.  1989.  Sociology, University of California – Santa Cruz.  
 
 
Recent Invited Talks and Professional Presentations  
 
Invited Speaker.  2020.  “Damages Done: The Long-Term Impacts of Rising Disaster Costs on 

Wealth Inequality.”  Social Life of Climate Change Seminar Series, London School of 
Economics.  November 10. (Virtual presentation due to COVID-19 restrictions). 

 
Invited Speaker.  2020.  “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of Rising Disaster Costs on 

U.S. Wealth Inequality.”  Natural Hazards Center and Institute for Behavioral Sciences, 
University of Colorado, Boulder, September 28. (Virtual presentation due to COVID-19 
restrictions). 

 
Co-Presenter.  2020.  “Racial Inequities in Federal Buyouts of Flood-Prone Homes: A 
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Nationwide Assessment of Environmental Adaptation.”  Annual Meeting of the 
Population Association of America, April 23, Washington, DC.  (Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 pandemic.) 

 
Co-Presenter.  2020.  “Where Do Americans Go When They Leave Their Flood-Prone Homes? 

Investigating the Maintenance and Recreation of Geographic Community in the Face of 
Climate Dislocation.”  Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, April 
23, Washington, DC.  (Cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic.) 

 
Invited Speaker.  2020.  “The Impacts of Natural Disasters and Recovery on Wealth Inequality in 

America.”  School of Social Sciences.  January 29, 2020, Rice University. 
 
Invited Speaker. 2019. “Environmental Diversity: A Social Scientific View.”  Scientia Institute 

Lecture series, “Panoply.” December 5. Rice University, Houston, TX.  
 
Keynote Address.  2019.  “Interdisciplinarity in the Social Sciences.” 37th  Anniversary Research 

Colloquium: Generation of Strategic Knowledge For The Transformation Of Northern 
Mexico, El Colegio de la Frontera Norte, November 14-15, Tijuana, Mexico. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2019.  “Inequities in FEMA Disaster Recovery Programs.”  On-site 

Presentation to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (the research wing of the US 
Congress) in coordination with the Population Association of America, November 13, 
Washington, DC. 

 
Invited Radio Interview.  2019. “How Are Vulnerable Communities and Small Businesses 

Coping after the Kincade Fire.” Fires Take Disproportionate Toll on Low-Income and 
Immigrant Communities.”  November 5 episode of Your Call, KALW (San Francisco 
NPR affiliate).  Online archive https://www.kalw.org/post/how-are-vulnerable-
communities-small-businesses-coping-after-kincade-fire#stream/0  

 
Invited Radio Interview.  2019. “Fires Take Disproportionate Toll on Low-Income and 

Immigrant Communities.”  October 31 episode of The Forum, KQED (San Francisco 
NPR affiliate).  Online archive https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101874211/for-low-
income-residents-fires-and-shutoffs-take-disproportionate-toll . 

 
Invited Speaker.  2019.  “What Lies Ahead:  Rising Disaster Costs and Social Inequality.”  Paper 

delivered to the Department of History and Sociology, Georgia Tech, September 30, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
Invited Speaker. 2019.  “Sites Unseen: Uncovering Hidden Hazards in American Cities.”  Paper 

delivered as the annual Slesinger Lecture in the Department of Community and 
Environmental Sociology, University of Wisconsin, May 1, Madison, WI. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2019.  “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of Natural Hazards on 

https://www.kalw.org/post/how-are-vulnerable-communities-small-businesses-coping-after-kincade-fire#stream/0
https://www.kalw.org/post/how-are-vulnerable-communities-small-businesses-coping-after-kincade-fire#stream/0
https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101874211/for-low-income-residents-fires-and-shutoffs-take-disproportionate-toll
https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101874211/for-low-income-residents-fires-and-shutoffs-take-disproportionate-toll
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Wealth Inequality in the United States.”  Paper delivered to the Sociology Department, 
Boston College, April 24, Boston, MA. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2019.  “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of Natural Hazards on 

Wealth Inequality in the United States.”  Paper delivered to The Center for Studies in 
Demography and Ecology (CSDE) February 22, Seattle, WA. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2018.  “Damages Done: The Longitudinal Impacts of Natural Hazards on 

Wealth Inequality in the United States.”  Paper delivered to the Harvard Inequality 
Seminar run by the Harvard Inequality & Social Policy Program. October 22, Cambridge, 
MA. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2018.  Environmental Policy Panel organized by the Rice University 

Environmental Club.  October 16. 
 
Invited Speaker.  2018.  “Rising Disaster Costs and Social Inequality.” Rice University’s annual 

Families Weekend Lecture.  McMurtry Auditorium, Duncan Hall.  October 12. 
 
Co-Presenter.  2018.  “Urban Ecology in the Time of Climate Change: Houston and the Case of 

Water.”  Conference on Green Cities: Inequality, Space, and Sustainability, Princeton 
University, September 28. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2018.  “Conducting Longitudinal Social Research to Inform Resilience 

Planning.”  Gulf Research Program Advisory Board, hosted by the National Academy of 
Sciences, Washington, DC, September 25. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2018.  “Sites Unseen:  Authors Meets Critics.”  Invited panel at the American 

Sociological Association annual meeting, August 10 -14, 2018. 
 
Co-Presenter.  2018.  “Disasters, Local Organizations, and Poverty in the United States, 1998-

2015.”  Panel at the American Sociological Association annual meeting, August 10 -14, 
2018. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2018.  “Disentangling the Industrial and Demographic Dynamics of  

Environmental Inequality.”  Panel at the American Sociological Association annual 
meeting, August 10 -14, 2018. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2018.  “Urban Ecology in the Time of Climate Change: Houston and the Case of 

Water.”  Roundtable at the American Sociological Association annual meeting, August 
10 -14, 2018. 

 
Discussant.  2018.  “Extreme Events and Health Risks.” Panel at the Population Association of 

America annual meeting, April 25-28, Denver. 
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Presider and Organizer.  2018.  “Environment and Inequality.” Panel at the Population 
Association of America annual meeting, April 25-28, Denver. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2018.  “After Harvey: What Now?”  Cultures of Energy Symposium.  Rice 

University. 
 
Invited Speaker.  2017.  “A Real Disaster: How Rising Costs of Natural Hazards Are Increasing 

Social Inequality in America.”  Population Research Institute, Penn State University, 
October 10. 

 
Co-Presenter.   2017.  “Beyond Disasters: A Longitudinal Analysis of Natural Hazards’ Unequal 

Impacts on Residential Instability.”  American Sociological Association, annual meeting, 
August, Montreal. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2017. “The Successive Nature of City Parks:  Making and Remaking Unequal 

Access over Time.” American Sociological Association, annual meeting, August, 
Montreal. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2017.  “Damages Done: How Natural Hazards Feed Social Inequality.”  Centre 

for Community Disaster Research, Mount Royal University, Calgary, Canada, May 16. 
 
Invited Speaker.  2016. “Disasters, Extreme Events, Trauma and Resilience” Conference.  

University of California at Riverside.  Nov. 7th. 
 
Co-Presenter.  2016.  “Beyond Residential Neighborhoods: How Commuting Shapes Unequal 

Exposures to Industrially Produced Toxins.”  Annual Meeting of the Interdisciplinary 
Association for Population Health Science.  State College, PA.  September 20. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2016. “Natural Hazards and Residential Instability: A Longitudinal Analysis of 

Pervasive Effects on Socially Vulnerable Populations.” Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Seattle, August 21. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2016. “Commuting Out of Urban Pollution: Flows To and From Industrially 

Produced Toxins in Houston.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, Seattle, August 22. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2016. “Attitudes toward New Arrivals: Variations by Racial, Spatial and 

Temporal Distances in the Case of Disaster Evacuees.” Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Seattle, August 21. 

 
Co-Presenter.  2016. “Urban Churning: Neighborhood Racial Trajectories in Houston, 1960-

2010.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Seattle, August 22. 
 
Presenter. 2016.  “Beyond Disasters: A Longitudinal Analysis of Natural Hazards’ Unequal 
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Impacts on Residential Instability.” International Conference on Social Science, Sapporo, 
Japan, July 21. 

 
Invited Panelist.  2015. “Social Life of Climate Change.”  Center for Advanced Study in the 

Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University.  October 1-2. 
 
Presenter.  2015.  “Natural Hazards and Local Development:  The Successive Nature of 

Landscape Transformation in the United States.”  Annual Meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Chicago.  

 
Presenter.  2015.  “The Regulatory Nature of Urban Ports:  A Case Study of Encasing Regulation 

in Houston.”  Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Chicago.  
 
Presenter.  2015.  “Successive Development:  How Natural Hazards Help Drive Urbanization 

and Vice Versa.”  Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America, San Diego. 
 
Co-Presenter.  2015.  “The Regional Journal in Sociology: Recent Trends and Observations.”  

Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association. 
 
Invited Speaker.  2015. “The Successive Regulation of Urban Ports.”  Annual symposium, 

Center for Energy & Environmental Research in the Human Sciences, Rice University. 
 
Invited Speaker/Panelist.  2015.  Migration, Climate and Health Workshop, University of 

Colorado – Boulder.  Funded by the National Institutes for Health. 
 
Presenter.  2015.  “Ten Years Later: Hurricane Katrina and Sociological Research.”  Annual 

Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, New Orleans. 
 
Presenter.  2015.  “Urbanization’s Changing Nature: Industrial Hazards, Systemic Risk & the 

Remaking of American Cities.”  Anthropology Research Seminar, Rice University. 
 
Co-Presenter.  2015.  “The Regulatory Nature of Urban Ports: The Case of Houston.”  Paper 

presented to the Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University. 
 
Presenter.   2015.  “The Political Economy of Natural Hazards and Recovery.”  National 

Sustainability Day Symposium, Rice University. 
 
Invited Speaker.  2014.  “The Historical Nature of Neighborhood Change: Hazardous Site 

Accumulation in Four US Cities.”  Penn State Stratification Conference on Residential 
Inequality and American Neighborhoods and Communities.  September 12-13. 

 
Invited Speaker.  2014. “Remaking Urban Nature: How Industrial Hazards Become Systemic 

Risks.”  Public lecture at the Foley Institute for Public Policy and Public Service, 
Washington State University, March 24. 
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Teaching  
 
Courses Taught  
• Introductory Sociology/Foundations of Sociology/Sociological Enterprise (undergraduate) 
• Environmental Issues – Rice into the Future (undergraduate) 
• Urban Sociology (graduate; undergraduate with and without service learning option) 
• Wealth, Power & Inequality (undergraduate with and without service learning option)  
• Work & Occupations (undergraduate with experiential research component) 
• Social Stratification (undergraduate seminar with experiential research component) 
• Sociology of Disaster (graduate; undergraduate with community research component) 
• Race, Ethnicity & Urban Labor Markets (graduate and undergraduate) 
• Global Cities (undergraduate honor’s colloquium) 
• Urban Village Colloquium (field research course) 
• Cities & the Urban Environment (Inter-Disciplinary Experiences course) 
• Disaster, Environment & Society (Graduate seminar) 
• Urbanization & the Environment (Under/graduate seminar) 
• Graduate Research Design 

 
Graduate Committees 
 
Ph.D. Advisees 
• Junia Howell, (PhD 2017; Assistant Professor, Univ. of Pittsburgh) 
• Elizabeth Kolver-Glenn (PhD 2017; Assistant Professor, Univ. of New Mexico) 
• Kevin Smiley (PhD 2017; Assistant Professor, Univ. of Buffalo) 
• Jordan Besek (PhD 2017; Assistant Professor, Univ. of Buffalo) 
• Matthew Clement (PhD 2015; Assistant Professor, Texas State Univ.) 
• Jeremy Pais (PhD 2011; Associate Professor, Univ. of Connecticut) 
• Timothy Haney (PhD 2009; Professor and Director of the Centre for Community Disaster 

Research, Mt Royal Univ., Canada) 
• Jeannie Haubert-Weil (PhD 2008; Associate Professor and Dept. Chair, Winthrop Univ.) 
 
Ph.D. Dissertation Committees 
• Sharan Mehta (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
• Daniel Bolger (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
• Laura Freeman (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
• Jie Min (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
• Ellen Whitehead (Sociology PhD 2019, Rice; Assistant Professor, Ball State U.) 
• Mackenzie Brewer (Sociology PhD 2018, Rice; Assistant Professor, Baylor U.) 
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• S. Wright Kennedy (History PhD 2018, Rice; Postdoctoral Fellow, Columbia U.) 
• Elizabeth Miller (Sociology PhD 2018, U Oregon; Visiting Lecturer, Whittier College) 
• Christina Ergas (Sociology PhD 2014, U Oregon; Assistant Professor, U. of Tennessee) 
• Nathan Erikson (Sociology PhD 2013, U Oregon; Assistant Professor, Doane College) 
• Jennifer Irwin (Business PhD 2012, U Oregon; Assistant Professor, Louisiana State U.) 
• Ann Leymon (Sociology PhD 2012, U Oregon; Instructor, Washington State U.) 
• Seth Crawford (Sociology PhD 2012, U Oregon; Lecturer, Oregon State U.) 
• Mark Harmon Leymon (Sociology PhD 2012, U Oregon; Portland State U.)  
• Marcel Ionescu (Sociology PhD 2008, Tulane; Senior Researcher, Education Testing 

Service) 
 
Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam Committees 
• Daniel Bolger (2019) 
• Esmeralda Salazar (2019) 
• Jie Min (2017) 
• Amanda Bancroft (2015) 
• Jordan Besek (2015) – Advisor 
• Julius McGee (2014) 
• Craig Van Pelt (2014) – Advisor 
• Jesse Lowe (2012) 
• David Martin (2012) 
• Robert Molinar (2012) – Advisor  
• Elizabeth Miller (2011) – Advisor 
• Jessica Schultz (2011) – Advisor 
• Matthew Clement (2010) – Advisor 
• Cade Jameson (2010) 
• Ann Leymon (2008) 
• Timothy Haney (2007) – Advisor 
 
M.A. Thesis Advisor 
• Leah Binkovitz (2021) 
• Anthony (Alex) Priest (2021) 
• Katherine Turner (2021) 
• Phylicia Lee Brown (2020) 
• Jordan Besek (2014) 
• Jessica Schultz (2010) 
• Elizabeth Miller (2010) 
• Jeremy Pais (2004) 
• Marilyn Joyce (2002)    
• Timothy Haney (2004) 
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• Andres Guzman (2014) 
• Heather Marek (2014) 

 
M.A. Thesis Committees in Process (as Non-Advisor) 
Jauhara Ferguson (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
Erick Samayoa (Sociology, Rice; in process) 
 

 
Undergraduate Honors Theses & Internships Advised 
Rice University (2014-present) 
Allison Yelvington (Soc, 2019-20):  “People’s Palaces in Flooding Resilience and Recovery:  

How Libraries Can Help Communities Prepare, Respond and Recover from Urban 
Disasters.” 

Gibson, Marion (Soc, 2018-19, in conjunction with Barnard College): “Harvey’s Injustice: Flood 
Exposure and Access to Recovery Resources for Latinx Immigrant Communities.” 

Katherine A. Thomas (Soc, 2016-17): “Community Perceptions of Risks from the Petrochemical 
Industry: A Mixed-Methods Approach in the Houston Ship Channel.” 

 
University of Oregon (2006-2013) 
Xiaorui Huang (Soc, 2013-14):  “The Environmental Beliefs of American College Students: A 

Survey Research.” 
Nicole Shearer (Soc, 2011-12):  “Environmental Justice in Oregon:  A Study of Industrial 

Pollutants” 
Elliot Sanchez (Soc, 2011):  “Hazard Legacies: Uncovering Relict Sites of Industrial Pollution” 
Derrick Smith (Soc, 2011):  “Hazard Legacies: Uncovering Relict Sites of Industrial Pollution” 
Jamaal Alfatooni (Soc, 2008-09):  “Iranian-Americans in the U.S. Labor Market” 
Kerry Davis (Soc/Honors College, 2008-09):  “New Destination Enclaves and their Effects on 

Latino Immigrant Incorporation: A Eugene, Oregon Case Study” 
Anna Satushek (Soc, 2008-09): “Social Construction of Environmental Risks in The Pacific 

Northwest: A Study of Lahars in Orting, Washington.” 
 
Tulane University (1999-2006) 
Douglas Anderson  
Emily Baum 
Christine Dine 
Ezra Finkle 
Cindy Greenberg 
Seth Knudsen 
Jamie Koch 

Alexis Mathis 
Jacob McClain 
Rita McClusker 
Mike Miller 
Jacqueline Wasser 
Mari Weitz 
 

 



James R. Elliott 
 

 

23 
 

Service Activities 
 
External Reviewer for Promotion & Tenure Cases 
Florida International University 
Mississippi State University 
Oklahoma State University 
Penn State University 
Rutgers University 
University of Arizona 
University of Buffalo, SUNY 
University of Cincinnati  
University of Minnesota 
University of North Texas 
University of Oregon 
University of Utah 
 
Regional and National Service 
 
Editorial Board, Socius, (official online journal of the American Sociological Association), 2019-  
 
Editorial Board, City & Community (official journal of the American Sociological Association’s 

Section on Community and Urban Sociology), 2017- 
 
Nomination, Council Member, Community and Urban Section, American Sociological 

Association, 2017. 
 
Editorial Board, Demography (official journal of the Population Association of America), 2016- 
 
Chair of Faculty Advisory Council, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, 2016- 
 
Co-Chair, Jane Addams Article Award Committee, Community and Urban Sociology Section, 

American Sociological Association, 2016-17.  
 
Nomination, Council Member, Community and Urban Section, American Sociological 

Association, 2016.  
 
Co-editor, Sociological Perspectives.  2011-15. (With Robert O’Brien, University of Oregon, 

2011-2014; and with Jean Stockard, University of Oregon, 2014-15.) 
 
Population Association of America.  2015-16.  Panel Organizer, “Urbanization and Urban 

Change,” and “Urbanization and Urban Change around the World.” Annual meeting, 
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Washington DC. 
 
American Sociological Association.   2010.  Panel Organizer, “Sociology of Disasters.” 
 
National Science Foundation.  2007-09.  On-Site Advisory Panelist, Sociology Program.  (Semi-

annual meetings in Washington, DC) 
 
American Sociological Association. 2006.  Panel Organizer, “Immigration.”  
 
National Science Foundation.  2002.  On-site Review Panelist, Social and Behavior Sciences 

Infrastructure Competition.  (One-time meeting in Washington, DC.) 
 
National Science Foundation.  2002-Present.  Off-site, Ad Hoc reviewer, Social and Behavior 

Sciences 
 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  2002.  Research Competition External 

Reviewer.  
 
Manuscript Reviewer for 
 
  American Heart Association Statements 
  American Journal of Public Health 
  American Journal of Sociology 
  American Sociological Review 
  Annual Review of Sociology   
  City & Community 
  Contemporary Sociology 
  Current Research in Environmental Sustainability 
  Demography 
  DuBois Review: Social Science Research on Race 
  Environmental Justice 
  Environmental Research 
  Ethnic & Racial Studies 
  Journal of African American Studies 
  Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management 
  Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences 
  Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 
  Journal of Forestry 
  Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 
  Journal of Regional Science 
  Journal of Urban Affairs 
  Organization & Environment 
  Natural Hazards 



James R. Elliott 
 

 

25 
 

  Natural Hazards Review 
  Population & Environment 
  Population, Space & Place 
  Rural Sociology 
  Social Currents 
  Sociological Focus 
  Social Forces 
  Social Problems 
  Social Science Quarterly 
  Social Science Research 
  Sociological Inquiry 
  Sociological Forum 
  Sociological Perspectives 
  Sociological Quarterly 
  Sociological Spectrum 
  Sociology Compass 
  Socius 
  Urban Geography 
  Urban Studies 
  Work & Occupations 
 
 
University Service  
• Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee to Kinder Institute for Urban Research 
• Co-Director, Social Analytics Cluster, and Steering Committee Member, Center for Energy 

& Environmental Research in the Human Sciences (CENHS), Rice University 
• Decannal Review Committee for School of Architecture 
• Decannal Hiring Committee for School of Architecture 
• Member, President’s Teaching Advisory Committee 
• Dean’s Advisory Committee, College of Social Sciences, Rice University 
• Divisional Advisor, Will Rice College, Rice University 
• Faculty Reviewer, Rice Examiner (Undergraduate Research Journal) 
 
 
2010-2012 
• Advisory Board Member, Oregon Humanities Center, University of Oregon 
 
 
Departmental Service  
Current & Ongoing 
• Chair, Department of Sociology 
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• Graduate Studies Committee, Sociology, Rice University 
• Postdoctoral Committee, Sociology, Rice University 
 
2015 (Fall) 
• Co-Undergraduate Advisor, Sociology, Rice University 
 
2012-14 
• Promotion & Tenure Committee for Dr. Aaron Gullickson, Sociology 
• Executive Committee, Sociology (elected) 
• Admissions and Awards Committee, Sociology 
 
2011-2012  
• Promotion Committee for Dr. Richard York, Sociology  
• Promotion & Tenure Committee for Dr. Aaron Gullickson, Sociology 
• Merit-Based Course Reduction Committee, Sociology (elected) 
• Executive Committee, Sociology (elected) 
 
2010-2011 [Family Medical Leave] 
• Staff Development Committee  
 
2009-2010 
• Admissions and Awards Committee, Sociology 
• Merit-Based Course Reduction Committee, Sociology (elected) 
• Executive Committee, Sociology (elected) 
• Third-Year Review Committee (elected) 
• Sixth-Year Review Committee (elected) 
• Incoming Undergraduate Advising (volunteered) 
• Alpha Kappa Delta Induction Ceremony Speaker (volunteered) 

 
2008-2009 
• Chair, Third-Year Review Committee (Aaron Gullickson) 
• Staff Development Committee 
• Executive Committee (elected) 

 
 2007-2008 

• Chair, Promotion & Tenure Committee (Michael Aguilera) 
• Graduate Admissions and Awards Committee 
• Merit Committee (elected) 
• Executive Committee (elected) 

 
 2006-2007 

• Merit Committee (elected) 
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• Executive Committee (elected) 
• Alpha Kappa Delta Induction Ceremony Speaker (volunteered) 

 
 
1999-2005 (Tulane University) 
• Director of Graduate Studies, 2005-06 
• University Speaker/Representative, Capital Campaign Outreach, Tulane/Philadelphia, 2005. 
• First-Year Reading Project, Tulane University, 2004. 
• Faculty Representative, Committee on Academic Requirements, Tulane University 2003-06 
• Faculty Representative, Newcomb College Fellowship Committee, 2003-2006. 
• Faculty Representative, Planning Committee, College of Human & Urban Ecology, 2003. 
• Faculty Fellow, Office of Service Learning, Tulane University, 2003. 
• Faculty Advisor/Participant, Tulane Interdisciplinary Experiences (TIDES) 2002-03. 
• Faculty Advisor, Tulane Urban Society, 2002-present. 
• Faculty Representative, Departmental Salary Committee, 2002-2003. 
• Faculty Representative, Departmental Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2001-present. 
• Faculty Instructor/Preceptor, Urban Village Living and Learning Community, 2000-01. 
• Faculty Representative, Urban Village Steering Committee, 2000-01. 
• Recording Secretary, Sociology Department, 2000-01. 
• Faculty Representative, Sociology Graduate Studies Committee, 1999-2001. 
• Faculty Representative, Sociology Methods Ph.D. Exam Committee, 1999-2001. 


