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Employment 
 
2019 - present, Assistant Professor, Psychological Sciences, Rice University, Houston, TX 
2016 - 2019, Postdoctoral Fellow, Helen Wills Neuroscience Institute, University of California, Berkeley, CA 
 
Education 
 
2011 - 2016, Ph.D., Psychological & Brain Sciences, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD  
2007 - 2011, B.S., Biopsychology, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
    
Academic Positions 
 
2016 – 2019, Postdoctoral Fellow, The Jagust Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley, CA 
2011 - 2016, Graduate Fellow, Translational Neurobiology Laboratory, Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, MD  
2010 - 2011, Research Assistant, Cognitive Neuroscience Lab, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
2009 - 2010, Research Assistant, Behavioral Pharmacology Lab, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
2008, Research Assistant, Vision & Image Understanding Lab, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 
 
Teaching 
 
2017, Guest Lecture, Memory and the Aging Brain, Cognitive Neuroscience 
2014, Teaching Assistant, Foundations of Mind, Dr. Lisa Feigenson 
2013, Guest Lecture, Emotion and Fear, Neurobiology of Learning and Memory 
2013, Guest Lecture, False Memory, Neurobiology of Learning and Memory 
2013, Teaching Assistant, Psychology of Aging, Dr. Michela Gallagher 
2012, Teaching Assistant, Psychopharmacology, Dr. Linda Gorman 
2012, Teaching Assistant, Functional Human Neuroanatomy, Dr. Susan Courtney 
 
Academic Awards and Recognition  
 
2018, BrightFocus Foundation Travel Award, Int. Conference on Learning & Memory 
2017, Alzheimer’s Association Award for Young Scientists 
2017, Sallie P. Asche Travel Award, Dallas Aging & Cognition Conference 
2016 - 2018, NRSA F32 Research Fellowship Award (F32AG054116), UCB 
2015, Alzheimer’s Association International Conference Travel Fellowship 
2014, Fellowship, Summer Institute in Cognitive Neuroscience, UCSB 
2013 - 2016, Pre-doctoral Fellow, Research Training in Age-Related Cognitive Disorders 
2013, Honorable Mention, NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program 
2012 – 2013, Walter L. Clark Student Collaborative Research Award, JHU 



2011 – 2014, Robert S. and Dorothy L. Waldrop Graduate Fellowship, JHU 
2011, Distinction in the Psychology Major, UCSB 
2011, Exceptional Academic Performance in the Psychology Major, UCSB 
2011, High Honors (top 6% upon graduation), UCSB 
2009 - 2011, Dean’s Honors, UCSB (all quarters) 
 
Academic service 
 
2011 - 2014, TA Committee for Psychological & Brain Sciences Department 
2013 - 2014, Colloquium Committee for Psychological & Brain Sciences Department 
2012 - 2014, Active Minds, President and Founder of Active Minds on the JHU campus 
2012 - 2014, JHU Counseling Center Advisory Board 
2009 - 2011, American Medical Student Association, Vice-President & Co-Founder on the UCSB campus 
 
Chaired Symposia 
 
Leal, S.L. (2017, November). Cognitive aging and memory. Symposium conducted at the Society for 
Neuroscience meeting. Washington, DC. 
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